
NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY  2024

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Feb. 2     Pitsch Pride Day 
                 Wear red & white or Pitsch apparel 
Feb. 7     Global Play Day
Feb. 9     Ice Rink Field Trip

   All Morning 4K Classes
   Mrs. Doerrler & Mrs. Jessica PM 

Feb. 14   Valentine Day 
Feb. 21   All 4K  Winter Event

   McMillian Library 4-6 pm 
Feb. 23  Farm Expo Field Trip

  Mrs. Doerrler & Mrs. Jessica AM & PM
March 1  NO SCHOOL

   Professional Development Day

SESSION TIMES
Morning 
8:50-9:00 Drop Off/Bus Arrival
11:35 Pick Up/Bus Dismissal
Afternoon 
12:40 – 12:50 Drop Off/Bus Arrival
3:25  Pick Up/Bus Dismissal
Please call the attendance line if 
your student will not be in school. 
If your pick up plans change, please notify the 
office at least 30 minutes prior to dismissal to 
ensure the message is delivered promptly. 

CONTACT US
501 17TH Street South
715.424.6779 
Press 0 - Secretary Tracy Weiss
Press 2 - Report student absent

Attendance Line
715.424.6765
Press 2 for elementary schools
Option 8 for Pitsch Early Learning Center
Bus Companies
Safeway 715.423.1130
Lamers 715.421.2400 opt. 2

Winter Greetings, Pitsch Families!

Can you believe that it is already the start of a new month?  This 
month will be a busy one at school as we have a lot of exciting 
events happening.  Please watch for newsletters and Seesaw 
messages from your child’s teacher so that all students can 
participate in our fun activities.

Our students are growing academically and socially every day!  You 
can support this at home by encouraging your children to try 
challenging activities by themselves before you provide help.  For 
example, if your child has trouble zipping a jacket, offer 
encouragement, and talk through the process of doing it.  Then 
provide help if needed.  This can also be done with other routines at 
home, such as putting on shoes or getting ready for bed.  

The students go outside to play almost every day unless the 
temperatures are below zero.  Please send your child’s winter gear to 
school each day.  Thank you for your help.

It’s the time of year that we often see a rise in colds and illnesses.  If 
your child is sick, please remember to call the attendance line to 
report your child absent. (The phone number is listed on the bottom 
left of this page.)  We appreciate your cooperation as we work 
together to keep all of our students healthy and safe.

Thank you for being such an important part of our Pitsch 
community.
Wishing you well,

Kelly Schaeffer,  Principal
Teri Thomas, 4K Coordinator and Student Engagement Facilitator
Tracy Weiss, Secretary



CREATIVE CORNER
Activities to do at home to support your child’s learning.

Grab a couple paper plates, 
step on them and skate around 
the house. 

Bear Scavenger Hunt

String some yarn around the room, 
through chairs and set up treasures along 
the way to find! Pretend you are a bear 
and follow it through, going in and out, 
under and over to see what they can find. 

HEART NAMES
Cut some hearts from paper. Write 
(or have your child write) one letter 
from their name on each heart. Have 
your child put them together to build 
their name and name the letters. 
Make a second set and have them 
make matches. You could even hide 
the second set in places around the 
room for them to find. 

Ingredients for Snack Mix
● Strawberry Cheerios
● Crispix cereal
● Dried strawberries
● Yogurt covered cranberries

Other mix-in ideas
● Mini marshmallows
● Chocolate chips

Valentine’s Snack Mix





Note from the Nurse

🦷Children’s Dental Health Month🪥
Dental health month is held every year throughout 
the entire month of February and is dedicated to 
children learning about good oral health.  Teaching 
children about dental health at a young age is vital 
for their health later in life.  The CDC estimates that 
at least 20% of children age 5 through 11 have at 
least one decaying tooth that has been left 
untreated.  You can encourage your children to do 
the following:
★ Brush their teeth twice a day
★ Floss between their teeth daily
★ Demonstrate healthy eating habits and how 

sugary foods can damage teeth
★ Encourage water over sugary drinks such as 

juice or soda
★ Schedule cleanings at least twice a year

If you would like additional resources or are in need 
of financial assistance with your student’s dental 
needs, please contact your school’s social worker or 
nurse

Childhood Communicable Diseases 
(mainly seen at schools)
★ Hand, Foot, Mouth (Symptoms usually include fever, 

mouth sores, rash) Please keep your student home until 
they are fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medications and until mouth sores have 
healed

★ Ringworm (Symptoms usually include a ring-shaped rash, 
itchy skin or red, scaly, cracked skin) Please keep your 
student home until treatment is initiated or lesions are 
covered

★ Pink eye (Symptoms usually include red/pink  itchy eye(s), 
green/yellow eye discharge) Please keep your student 
home if unable to avoid touching eyes or until treated with 
antibiotics for 24 hours. 

★ Influenza (Symptoms can include cough, fever or chills, 
congestion/runny nose, sore throat, headaches, 
muscle/body aches, fatigue)  Please keep your student 
home until fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medications and until feeling well enough to 
attend school

★ RSV (Symptoms can include runny nose, cough, fever, 
decrease in appetite, wheezing) Please keep your student 
home util fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medications and until feeling well enough to 
attend school

As a general rule of thumb, please keep your student home if 
they are not feeling well enough to attend or until fever-free (less 
than 100.4 degrees) for 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medications.  Please keep your student home 
until diarrhea/vomit free for 24 hours past the last episode.  

Anytime your student is seen by a healthcare provider for any 
illness or medical appt, please ask for a doctor’s note to excuse 
them (they are allowed 10 days per year before a doctor’s note 
is required)



Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) is Winding Down 

Families should be aware that the FCC has begun to wind down the “Affordable Connectivity Program,” 
which allows eligible households to receive a discount of up to $30 per month for broadband service, and  
up to $75 per month for households on qualifying Tribal lands. 

As of January, 416,630 Wisconsin households were enrolled in ACP. That’s about 1 in 6 households in  
Wisconsin. The $14 million in ACP funds are expected to run out, likely in April or May, unless  
Congress appropriates additional funding. 

Status of Continued ACP Funding 
Last week DPI, along with 400 other organizations nationally, endorsed the Affordable Connectivity  
Program Extension Act (HR 6929/S 3565), which was introduced in both the House and Senate. This bill  
would provide $7 billion to keep the ACP funded through the end of 2024. This bill has not yet made it to  
the floor for a vote. 

A second pathway for additional funding is as part of a larger appropriations bill that might not be voted  on 
by Congress until as late as March 8. Thus it could be some time before we know whether the program  will 
be extended past April. 

What ACP Households Can Expect 
Because program funds are projected to run out soon, unless there is new funding, the FCC is beginning to  
take steps to wind down the program. Last week, the FCC released order (DA 24-23) to mandate the  initial 
steps of the wind-down process. The FCC projects that households already enrolled in the ACP will  
continue to receive the benefit on their internet service through April 2024. This date is an estimate and  may 
change. 

No new ACP enrollments will be accepted after February 7, 2024. 

Before January 25, 2024, households that are currently receiving the ACP benefit will receive the first of  
three notices from their internet company providing information about the end of the ACP, including  when 
the program is projected to end and how their broadband bill will be affected. Providers may include  
information on any low-cost plans in their notice to enrolled households. ACP households will also  receive 
notices from the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC), the administrator of the  ACP. 

Any WRPS households impacted should contact their internet company for information about when they  
should last expect to see an ACP benefit on their monthly internet bill. Households will also need to  
contact their internet company to discuss options if they do not wish to receive undiscounted internet  
service after the end of the ACP or if they would like to change their service plan. 

In addition to working with their internet provider, households can contact the ACP Support Center (877)  
384-2575 with any questions about the wind-down process and for other information about their benefit. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Phillip Bickelhaupt, our Director of  
Technology by email at phillip.bickelhaupt@wrps.net or by phone at 715-424-6715.

        For more general information about the ACP, visit GetInternet.gov. 




